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FACT SHEET

CIRCUIT COURT FOR BALTIMORE CITY

Gitanjali Deane and Lisa Polyak; Alvin Williams and Nigel Simon; Takia Foskey and
Joanne Rabb; Jodi Kelber-Kaye and Stacey Kargman-Kaye; Donna Myers and Maria

Barquero; John Lestitian; Charles Blackburn and Glen Dehn; Steven Palmer and Ryan
Killough; Patrick Wojahn and David Kolesar; and Mikkole Mozelle and Phelicia

Kebreau 
v. 

Frank Conway, in His Official Capacity as Baltimore City Circuit Court Clerk; Rosalyn
Pugh, in Her Official Capacity as Prince George’s County Circuit Court Clerk; Evelyn

Arnold, in Her Official Capacity as St. Mary’s County Circuit Court Clerk; Dennis
Weaver, in His Official Capacity as Washington County Circuit Court Clerk; and
Michael Baker, in His Official Capacity as Dorchester County Circuit Court Clerk

Case No. 24-C-04005390

Court Media Liason

Sally Rankin
410-260-1488
Sally.Rankin@courts.state.md.us

Website

Presiding Judge

Honorable M. Brooke Murdock (Biography Attached)

Counsel Information

Plaintiffs Attorneys Caroline D. Ciraolo
Andrew H. Baida
Cooperating Attorneys for the ACLU Foundation and the 

ACLU Foundation of Maryland
Rosenberg, Martin, Funk, Greenberg, LLP
25 South Charles Street
Suite 2115
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
(410) 727-6600

Kenneth Y. Choe
James D. Esseks
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American Civil Liberties Union Foundation
Lesbian and Gay Rights Project
125 Broad Street
New York, New York 10004
(212) 549-2627

David R. Rocah
American Civil Liberties Union Foundation of Maryland
3600 Clipper Mill Road
Suite 350
Baltimore, Maryland 21211
(410) 889-8555

Arthur B. Spitzer
American Civil Liberties Foundation of the National 

Capital Area
1400 20th Street, NW, #119
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 457-0800

Defense Attorneys J. Joseph Curran, Jr. Attorney General of Maryland

Margaret Ann Nolan, Assistant Attorney General
(410) 576-7291
Steven M. Sullivan, Assistant Attorney General
(410) 576-6427
Office of the Attorney General
200 St. Paul Place, 20th Floor
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Robert A. Zarnoch, Assistant Attorney General
Kathryn M. Rowe, Assistant Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General
104 Legislative Services Building
90 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(410) 946-5600

General Information Policy

The Circuit Court for Baltimore City is committed to open and timely communication
with the media and the public.  Sally Rankin is the court’s media liaison.  Ms. Rankin
will assist the court in responding to media issues.  All questions and comments
regarding the case will be accepted by Ms. Rankin, or in her absence by either Lauren
Leboe or Dean Merritt, Law Clerks to the Honorable M. Brooke Murdock, who will give
them to the judge and who will return responses to the questions to the media.  Due to
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legal and procedural requirements, responses cannot be provided to some inquiries;
however, all responses will be provided in such a manner as to ensure equal treatment
among the media and the public.  In addition to the media liaison, the court has
established a website for daily trial updates.  The website will also provide general
procedural information.  All media questions should be referred to either Ms. Rankin by
phone at (410) 260-1488 or by email at Sally.Rankin@courts.state.md.us or Rita Buettner
by phone at (410) 260-1488 or by email at Rita.Buettner@courts.state.md.us.  Ms. Leboe
or Mr. Merritt may be reached by phone at (410) 545-0115.  

Cameras and Recording Devices in the Courthouse and Courtroom

No cameras or electronic devices are permitted in the courtroom.  This includes video
and audio recording devices, telephones, beepers, computers, videophones, etc.

No audio or photographic equipment of any kind is permitted in the courthouse except as
provided in the court’s Media Protocol Order.*

Audio and video recording equipment will be permitted in the designated media room at
the direction of the court.  

**The court’s Media Protocol Order, which contains the entire media policy and
procedures relating to trial, may be obtained from the court’s website or the court’s
media liaison. **

Courtroom Seating/Press Credentials

Only members of the media obtaining a temporary media pass issued by the Baltimore
City Sheriff’s Office will be permitted in the courtroom during the proceedings.  There
will be limited reserved seating for the media in the courtroom.  


