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Protocol Announced for the January 6 Hearing on a Motion for a New Trial in the State of Maryland v. Sheila Ann Dixon case 

in Baltimore City Circuit Court 
WHO:

Honorable Dennis M. Sweeney

WHAT:
Judge Sweeney will preside over the Motion for New Trial hearing in the State of Maryland v. Sheila Ann Dixon case.
DETAILS:
The hearing on the Motion for New Trial will be held in Room 234, Courthouse East, beginning at 10 a.m.

As part of these proceedings, the Court has requested that certain jurors return to court to be interviewed regarding allegations made in the Defendant’s Motion for New Trial. The Court will conduct those interviews in chambers on the record with the presence of counsel for the parties and the Defendant.

Questioning of potential jurors or jurors during trial usually occurs at the bench rather than in open court. This is particularly the case where matters personal to the juror are being discussed.

Rather than doing the juror interviews in this case in the courtroom at the bench with the husher on, the Court has determined that it would be more practical and effective to conduct the interviews in a location where those involved can be seated and more easily communicate with each other. A record will be kept of the chambers interview and the court will make a determination as to when the parts of the interview relevant to the case will be released.

All other parts of the proceedings, including the arguments of counsel, will take place in Room 234, Courthouse East.
WHEN: 
10 a.m. Wednesday, January 6, 2010 in Courtroom 234, Courthouse East.
WHERE:
Circuit Court for Baltimore City 

CONTACT:
Darrell S. Pressley, Office of Communications and Public Affairs, (410) 260-1488 (office), 443-995-9263 (cell), darrell.pressley@mdcourts.gov (email).

